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Jecn Shepherd ot Monmouth College.
(Press Photo)

SHOW NOTES | ]
Shepherd’s View |,

By JOAN PIKULA

WEST LONG BRANCH — I feel like sh
something ridiculous, ike: “Radio Lives
Live Joan Shepherd* But, then, maybe it is
vidiculous after all «

long time ago,a colore piufessor 1 respe

very much told me about Jean Shepherd — "
told me that she istened fo. him svery igh H
night. And if you knew the professor, vou wou o
know that's saying a whole lot for Jean Shepherd. g

But radio niever was my medium so 1 never did
ear him — not unti] last night when he spoke at  fr
Mﬂnnmul:ﬂ College, the second of five guests in a I
five-program lecture series being sponsored by the o
Jersey Shore Branch of the American Association )
of Univertity Women, the Central Jersey Bank and A
Trust Co. and the N.J. Natura
e BT listening to a4
highly exhuborant, seemingly off the-cuff d
monologue that lasted almost two houi s that
missed oot all these years by vot tuing I to W Ing

Shepberd's urrm-um two-fold: He has a view Wi
of the mundane er v happenings of life th

moves them into the r
h

e of the abaurd
the ability to transmit that view. He's done i

in writing (screenplays, o Broadway play, short ™

pleces for magazines, a novel), and he's done it (e

orally, on the nir, during lectures,
You couldn't actually call

in the college gym last night a

climbed up onto mu platform  stage, dungarees o9

bagging dow tripped shirt open at the  Bri
DA, facket Gail ﬂﬂwmg in the breeze, stepped M
into the circle of light provided for him and
launched into a monologue that picked up mo- g
mentum us b spun I oo, s

He spent some time snearing television com-
mercials with his wry wit then moved ¢ S0l
o o s ko wepari s aboat < sal

‘you can amell the ancient crud

of the classroom,
el il " long

feeling all your life That halt \lu-nl.u\ h.u Tk ibe
elass?" or, the one and ONLY thing he learned in

all his eight years of grammar i gl
exports to”

's hard to imagine Shepherd sitting in a radio
et R AR ||

depending on a_cool, impersonal microphone to 4\0
liver his ideas, Yet that's the w.
of his conscious hours, It
a couple of years in the Arm
lege, and & small mmmu "with_ television. e
started out in n 1949, moved 1o Phila-
delphia and !hln Back to. Cinefrmatt, Fin ally, in
1665, he made the move to New York — and has
e there ever. ince
me people might eall him  philosophar. 1
s his own view of the world, und he's
Pretty guod 8t communieating it, A
e moves around a ereat deal while talking
frequently putting his hands on his hips G
knees; he wipes his e res th
his hands, puces, And he laughs o fot, .
i el
o

dissolving into & eonfusion

ves.
The audience hers wax not 4 studont wudierce
There were only faces in the crowd

of  couple of ‘thousand, Mainiy the people 1
yere the ones who grew up with radio
e magic of it with te

They laughed out loud at the h points of the
stories and hung onto the L D el
pating the next crest.
at a pleasure o find someone who can 1
ot because he can tell a mtty
because he can make you see that i
really Iunny All you have sk eddn
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